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Evelyn Underhill



Devotional Classic=!
!

“a kind of writing that has stood the test 
of time and that seeks to form the soul 
before God.”



9/22: St. Augustine (pp. 55-61)!
!
9/29: François Fénelon (pp. 48-54)!
!
10/6: Evelyn Underhill (pp. 94-100)!
!
10/13: Apocryphal Literature!
!
10/20: Catherine of Siena (pp.264-270)!
!
10/27: Kathleen Norris (pp. 363-368)!



 
Evelyn Underhill!

(1875-1941)



Brief bio!
• Anglican with Catholic 

leanings!
• Sought to reconcile 

mysticism with 
orthodoxy!

• Conversion at 32 



Brief bio!
• Spiritual director, retreat 

leader, speaker!
• Wrote some 30 books 

(some under male 
pseudonym) 



"In the first place, what do we mean by 
prayer? Surely just this: that part of our 
conscious life which is deliberately oriented 
towards, and exclusively responds to, 
spiritual reality. God is that spiritual 
reality, and we believe God to be immanent 
in all things...."



"The whole of a person's life consists in a 
series of balanced responses to this 
Transcendent-Immanent Reality. Because 
we live under two orders, we are at once a 
citizen of Eternity and of Time...[moving] 
between this world and that."



"First, there are three capacities or faculties 
which we have under consideration--the 
thinking faculty, the feeling faculty, and the 
willing or acting faculty. These practically 
cover all the ways in which the self can 
react to other selves and other things. 
From the combination of these three come 
all the possibilities of self-expression which 
are open to us."!

!
"...our mental, emotional, and volitional life."



"First we think, then we feel, then we 
will. This little generalization must not be 
pressed too hard; but it is broadly true, and 
gives us a starting-point to trace out the 
way in which the three main powers of the 
self act in prayer. It is important to know 
how they act or should act."



"If the worth of our prayer life depended 
upon the maintenance of a constant high 
level of feeling or understanding, we would 
be in a dangerous place. Though these 
often seem to fail us, the reigning will 
remains. Even when our heart is cold and 
our mind is dim, prayer is still possible to 
us."



Questions from Devotional Classics!
!
1. What are the three faculties that Evelyn 

Underhill encourages us to use in our times 
of prayer? Give concrete examples of how 
these three faculties work in our daily life 
(see sections 3 and 5).!

!
 



Questions from Devotional Classics!
!
2. The mind, according to Underhill, should 

not be left out of the act of prayer, because 
it is the faculty that prepares the way for 
prayer. How has your intellect helped or 
hindered your prayer life?!

!
 



Richard Foster on Underhill!
!
"...Underhill stresses our active participation 

in God's work. ... How often we lack the will 
to persevere just when we were on the verge 
of slipping into the Holy of Holies! How 
much better to harness all our mental, 
volitional, and emotional powers for the 
service of Christ."!

!
 



For Next Week…!
!

Sunday, October 13, 2013!
Apocryphal Literature!

!
Readings forthcoming via email (Monday)!
 




